
City Council Meeting  
March 23, 2020 

 
 

City Council met in special session on Monday, March 23, 2020, through video conference 
call in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania.  The meeting was called to order at 3:00 PM by Mayor Joel 
Long who opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  

Roll was called and present were Council Members Douglas Byerly, Richard Conklin, 
Barbara Masorti, William Mincer, Steve Stevenson, and Mayor Joel Long. Also, in attendance 
were City Manager Gregory Wilson, and Director of Community Life Kasey Campbell. 

 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES  
  

On a motion made by Mr. Conklin, seconded by Mr. Mincer and carried 
unanimously, the minutes of the March 2, 2020 meeting were approved.  
  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
   There were no comments submitted by residents.  
  
  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
 Council considered the second reading of Ordinance No. 2020-04, for the transfer of funds 
for the 2018 CDBG budget for Hammermill Playground appropriation 
 On a motion made by Mr. Stevenson, seconded by Mr. Mincer and carried 
unanimously, the Ordinance was adopted. 
 
 Council considered of Resolution No. 1369 adopting the 2020 Capital Improvement Plan, 
to be adopted by April 1, 2020. The City Manager explained that due to the current state of 
Emergency in the Commonwealth and the nation, and that the endorsement of the Capital 
Improvement Plan does not mean that all projects will be addressed, but that they will be addressed 
as funds are available.  On a motion made by Mr. Byerly, seconded by Mr. Mincer and carried 
unanimously, the resolution to adopt the 2020 Capital Improvement Plan was adopted. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
Council considered the suspension of late fees on monthly payments unable to be made by 

local businesses due to the financial loss caused by the current State of Emergency that will be due 
for the City’s Commercial Loan Program and the Sidewalk Replacement Program during the 



Commonwealth’s State of Emergency.  On a motion made by Mr. Mincer, seconded by Mr. 
Conklin and carried unanimously, Council approved the request. 

 
Council considered the first reading of Ordinance No. 2020-05 providing for installment 

payments of the 2020 real estate tax for those economically effected by the COVID-19 emergency.  
This allows for residents to make smaller payments for their real estate taxes.  Mayor Long thanked 
City staff for looking into his request to create a solution for residents and small businesses during 
this time of economic uncertainty.  On a motion made by Mr. Conklin, seconded by Mr. Byerly 
and carried unanimously, the Ordinance was adopted. 

 
Council considered Resolution No. 1370 providing infections disease emergency response 

compensation for permanent City Employees. The City Manager explained that there are many 
changes and alterations to the Federal and State Laws on compensation, but that in order to abide 
by those provision, the City needs to temporarily amend its Ordinance that guides the rules for the 
use of sick and other paid time off benefits which must be done through a Resolution.  This will 
be adjusted if the state of emergency continues beyond April 12, 2020, and an amendment will 
need to be made.  On a motion made by Mr. Mincer, seconded by Ms. Masorti and carried 
unanimously, the resolution was adopted.  

 
Council considered Resolution No. 1371 requesting $8,000 in County Liquid Fuels for the 

County’s share of the Interchange Lights. The City Manager explained that this will include the 
regular maintenance costs, as well as costs to make improvements that did not occur last year. On 
a motion made by Mr. Stevenson, seconded by Mr. Byerly, and carried unanimously, the 
resolution was adopted. 

 
Council considered Resolution No. 1372 requesting $30,000 in County Liquid Fuels 

toward the stormwater replacement project on Spring Street for the benefit of the new Geisinger 
facility. The City Manager explained that Geisinger has been asked to cover the share of paving 
that will not be covered by public utilities, including the city’s stormwater, water and sewer, which 
are paying for their share of paving. On a motion made by Mr. Stevenson, seconded by Mr. 
Byerly, and carried unanimously, the resolution was adopted. 

 
Council considered Resolution No. 1373 authorizing investment in Pennsylvania Local 

Government Investment Trust. The City Manager explained that the money to be invested with 
PLGIT is what remains from the sesquicentennial, and is set aside for the next city-wide 
celebration in 2033.  On a motion made by Mr. Byerly, seconded by Mr. Conklin, and carried 
unanimously, the resolution was adopted. 

 
Council considered the request from the Lock Haven Area Flood Protection Authority for 

a $3,000 contribution. The City Manager explained that by requesting funds, the Authority will 
pay for their own audit rather than the City paying that bill on the Authority’s behalf.  On a motion 
made by Mr. Byerly, seconded by Mr. Mincer, and carried unanimously, the request was 
approved. 
 



   
 
 

 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
  The City Manager thanked all city employees for their work during the State of 
Emergency. Most employees are sequestered at home, with the exception of our Wastewater 
employees, Police, and Fire Departments, who have continued to work every day.  Many 
employees are making sacrifices for the health and safety of our community.  He also thanked the 
employees who came in to do work necessary to keep our city functioning, throughout the State 
of Emergency.   
Mr. Long thanked the City Manager and Director of Community Life for their work in putting 
together the video conference call, and for the City Manager’s direction during this time.  Mr. 
Conklin asked for clarification that the Fire Department was closed for residents wishing to buy 
ice, and the Manager confirmed that the Companies are closed to the public and only open to paid 
fire drivers and volunteers responding to an active emergency. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Mincer, seconded by Ms. Masorti, at 3:34 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
 
 

 
      ____________________________________ 
         Mayor 
 
 
__________________________________ 
          City Clerk 

 

 


